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35 stranded K’taka tourists allege lack of govt aid
G A Y A T H R I  M  K U R U P  
&  K  S I N C H A N A  @Bengaluru

AS many as 35 people from Kar-
nataka, part of  a 70-member 
tourist group stranded in Tibet, 
have alleged that the State gov-

ernment have not been ade-
quately responsive in facilitat-
ing their evacuation from the 
disaster-struck site.

The group, currently in 
Nyalam in the Tibet Autono-
mous Region (TAR), said that 

they have filled the Karnataka 
government’s registration form 
for stranded persons. 

According to Krishna, a Ben-
galuru resident who travelled 
with the group, told TNIE that 
they subsequently received 

multiple calls, including calls 
from the Karnataka govern-
ment asking what assistance 
they required. 

“We told them that we want-
ed evacuation, but after that 
there was no update,” he said.

OCEAN WINNER

Survivors 
recount last 
moments
A M A R N A T H  P A R I D A  @ Jagatsinghpur

IT took just five minutes. To 
completely vanish from the 
surface of  the sea, taking 22 
lives with it. A week after the 
tragedy, the mystery surround-
ing the disappearance of  Pana-
ma-flagged bulk carrier MV 
Ocean Winner, around 290 
miles off  the Paradip coast in 
the Bay of  Bengal, has been un-
ravelled with horrifying details 
beginning to emerge.

Two Chinese crew members 
who survived the sinking have 
now recounted their terrifying 
ordeal, from the moment the 
ship’s master raised the alarm 
to the crew members’ desperate 
attempt save their lives. The 
two survivors Pan Tonglai and 
Chen Jianh were rescued from 
the sea and brought to Paradip 
aboard Indian Coast Guard 
ship Varad on Thursday. 

According to the survivors, 
the master of  MV Ocean Win-
ner alerted all 24 crew mem-
bers at around 10.30 pm on Au-
gust 22 that the vessel was in 
distress. He instructed them to 
rush to the upper deck and 
abandon the ship by jumping 
into the sea as the vessel began 
sinking. The crew was scat-
tered across cabins, work areas 
and other sections of  the vessel 
at the time. Of  the 24 members 
on board, only 10 managed to 
reach the upper deck in time. 
They released the lifeboats and 
jumped into the sea.

Choutuppal police arrested two persons and 
seized 20 kg of ganja allegedly being smuggled 
from Odisha to Telangana. The arrested persons 
were identified as S Trilochan and Sagarbal

TWO 
HELD

Drug cases rise 46% as crime in Telangana spikes 
Hyderabad: Telangana recorded a 7.15% rise in overall crime over the 

three-year period from 2023-24 to 2025-26, with narcotics cases 
emerging as a major concern, according to the latest crime review by 

the State Police. Overall cases rose from 2,65,377 in 2023-24 to 
2,84,363 in 2025-26. Narcotics cases increased from 2,026 to 2,960 

during the period, while the crime rate per lakh population  
rose from 3.68 to 5.12

E X P R E S S  R E A D

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

CITING shortfalls in the quali-
ty and quantity of  coal supplied 
by the Singareni Collieries 
Company Limited (SCCL), the 
Telangana Power Generation 
Corporation Limited (TGGEN-
CO) has sought the Power Min-
istry’s intervention for alloca-
tion of  an additional 5 million 
tonnes of coal from Mahanadi 
Coalfields Limited (MCL) at the 
notified price.

The coal stocks at TGGEN-
CO’s thermal power stations 
are currently sufficient for only 
four days, against the 26-day 
stock requirement prescribed 
by the Central Electricity Au-
thority (CEA), the corporation 
said in a letter to the Power 
Ministry.

The shortage is also affecting 
generation, with several units 
operating at partial loads due 
to inadequate supplies of  high-

er-grade coal. The 500 MW and 
800 MW units of  Kothagudem 
Thermal Power Station (KTPS) 
Stage-VI and VII, and the units 
of  Yadadri Thermal Power Sta-
tion (YTPS), are designed to use 
G9/G10 grade coal, TGGENCO 

said. “The anticipated peak 
power demand is over 260 GW 
during the coming months, and
all the coal-based thermal units 
of  TGGENCO will need to oper-
ate at their rated capacities to 
meet the increased demand,” it 
said. 

All TGGENCO thermal sta-
tions have long-term coal link-
ages with SCCL totalling 28.87 
MTPA, sanctioned by the Min-
istry of  Coal. 

However, linkage materiali-
sation from SCCL was only 
76%, while quality materialisa-
tion against the FSA grade was 
around 40% in FY 2025-26, 
TGGENCO said.

“It is pertinent to mention 
that the linkage materialisa-
tion from SCCL is only 76%, 
and the quality materialisation 
with respect to FSA grade is 
around 40% for FY 2025-26. Due 
to this shortfall in quality and 
quantity, the generation at 
TGGENCO’s power stations is 
severely affected,” the corpora-
tion said.

TGGENCO said four of  the 
five 800 MW units of  YTPS had 
achieved commercial opera-
tion, while the remaining unit 
was scheduled to achieve COD 
in September 2026. 

The anticipated peak power demand 
is over 260 GW during the coming 

months, and all the coal-based 
thermal units of TGGENCO will need 
to operate at their rated capacities  

to meet the increased demand

A TGGENCO official

12 arrested in TN 
crypto Ponzi fraud
V I G N E S H  V  @ Madurai

HUNDREDS of  small investors, 
including daily-wage labour-
ers, housewives, and auto driv-
ers, took to the streets in Ma-
durai and Dindigul districts on 
Friday after falling victim to a 
multi-crore cryptocurrency 
Ponzi scam. 

The protests turned violent 
in Dindigul’s Kasampatti vil-
lage, where angry victims 
ransacked the houses of  
middlemen, demand-
ing the immediate ar-
rest of  the fraudsters 
and the recovery of  
their money. The vic-
tims lodged petitions at 
different police stations and 
special camps in southern dis-
tricts on Friday.

A case has been registered in 
Madurai district cyber crime 
police, and 12 people have been 
ar rested,  Madurai SP N 
Devanathan said. Steps are also 
under way to freeze their pass-
ports and recover the duped 
money, he added. The kingpin 
of  the scam has been identified 

as Ranjith, his family mem-
bers, and neighbours from Me-
lur. Ranjith allegedly claimed 
he is a US returnee who learnt 
how to invest abroad and still 
has connections in the US. 

According to investors and 
police, it was a link-based scam 
where an investor got a link 
from an agent. The links, which 
differed for each investor, dis-
played the individual’s account 

status. Some victims said 
they received links as re-
cently as last week. 
People were told they 
could invest in crypto-
currency by paying 

`50,000 under ‘FQL 
scheme’ or around ̀ 1 lakh 

through the ‘VG scheme’. 
The payment is not made us-

ing the link, but by cash in per-
son to the agent. After payment, 
scammers allegedly credited 
the investors’ accounts with US 
dollars, which the latter could 
see by opening the link. 

Investors were given three 
online tasks in their links to 
complete to earn a few more 
dollars as commissions. 

Surekha ties 
gold Rakhi to 
CM Revanth
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

AMID the political controversy 
surrounding her, Endowments 
Minister Konda Surekha visit-
ed Chief  Minister A Revanth 
Reddy’s residence in Jubilee 
Hills and tied a gold Rakhi to 
him on the occasion of  
Rakshabandhan.

This was the first time Su-
rekha had met the chief  minis-
ter after the controversy erupt-
ed over remarks made by her 
daughter against Revanth. 

While the Congress has initi-
ated disciplinary proceedings 
against her, meeting with chief  
minister has drawn political at-
tention. It may be recalled that 
Surekha’s daughter made alle-
gations against Revanth.

Informs that its thermal power units are left with only 4 days’ stock

TGGENCO seeks 5 million 
tonnes of coal from Centre


